
Prof. Wim de Jeu 
 
Born 1943 in Leersum, NL; died Heerlen, NL, 3 June 2026 
 
Academic activities during his life: 
 
Studied: Applied Physics, Delft;  1969 PhD 
Entered Philips in 1970, NatLab 
      Topics: 
 
      Low Molar Mass Liquid Crystals: Displays 
      Switching (dielectric constants, viscosity) 
     Physical Properties of Liquid Crystalline Materials 
1978 Assoc. Prof.  University Groningen 
1984 – 94: Open University of the Netherlands 
 Established Science Department 
 Full Professor, Dean of Faculty, Rector 
 start of relation to FOM Amolf 
      X-ray work on Liquid Crystals 
      Phase transitions, Critical Phenomena: Smectics 
     Order and Correlation length in smectic polymers 
  
Since 1994 part time at FOM, Amolf 
1997 Full time at FOM 
     Order and Correlation length in smectic polymers 
     Smectic elastomers 
     Polymer Physics: Blockcopolymers 
     Blockcopolymers with one smectic block 
 
Cooperation with Germany: Halle (Fischer), Freiburg (Finkelmann), Mainz (Zentel) 
     Alfred Saupe Award 2018    
        
After regular retirement: 
2007 University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Mass. USA 
2011 -18 DWI Leibniz Institute Aachen 
     Transferring of soft matter knowledge to  

a younger generation. 
Focus on ordered nanostructures in thin films of 
semiconducting polymers 

 
             
Impressive collection of books: 
Physical Properties of Liquid Crystalline Materials 
Liquid Crystal Elastomers: Materials and Applications 
Basic X-Ray Scattering for Soft Matter        
       
 


